Center for the Study of Los Angeles

2003 Absentee Voter Survey

California Recall Election
Hello, may I please speak with [ INSERT VOTER NAME ].  This is not a sales call.  I am calling on behalf of the Center for the Study of Los Angeles at Loyola Marymount University. We are interested in learning your opinions about the California Recall election in a short survey that should take less than five minutes of your time.  All of your responses will be kept confidential and used only for academic research purposes.

S1.  Are you currently registered to vote in the state of California?


Yes (CONTINUE)
1


No (TERMINATE)
2


DON’T KNOW (TERMINATE
3

S2.  For the upcoming October 7th Recall Election, have you already voted using an absentee ballot?


Yes (CONTINUE)
1


No (TERMINATE)
2


DON’T KNOW (TERMINATE)
3

Q1.  Do you approve or disapprove of the way Gray Davis is handling his job as governor? Is that strongly approve, somewhat approve, somewhat disapprove, or strongly disapprove?


Strongly Approve
1


Somewhat Approve
2


Somewhat Disapprove
3


Strongly Disapprove
4


DON’T KNOW
5


REFUSED
9

Q2.  On the first question on the ballot regarding the Recall election, how did you vote?  Did you vote Yes to recall Governor Davis, or did you vote No, not to recall Governor Davis?


Voted Yes
1


Voted No
2


DON’T KNOW
3


REFUSED
9

Q3.  About when would you say you finally made up your mind about how to vote on the Recall issue?  Would you say it was in the final days of the election, the final week, about two weeks ago, about three weeks ago, about one month ago, or more than a one month ago?


Final Days
1


Final Week
2


Two Weeks Ago
3


Three Weeks Ago
4


One Month Ago
5


Over One Month Ago
6


DON’T KNOW
7


REFUSED
9

Q4.  On the second question on the ballot regarding the Recall election, if you voted, which candidate did you vote for as Governor in the case that Gray Davis is recalled?  [IF NECESSARY: PROMPT VOTER WITH NAMES. ROTATE: Cruz Bustamante, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Tom McClintock, Peter Camejo, Arianna Huffington]


Bustamante
1


Schwarzenegger
2


McClintock
3


Camejo
4


Huffington
5


Someone else
6


Did not vote for anyone
7


DON’T KNOW
8

REFUSED
9

Q5.  Using the same guidelines as before, when would you say you finally made up your mind about who to vote for if Gray Davis is recalled?  [ONLY IF NECESSRY:  Would you say it was in the final days of the election, the final week, about two weeks ago, about three weeks ago, about one month ago, or more than a one month ago?]


Final Days
1


Final Week
2


Two Weeks Ago
3


Three Weeks Ago
4


One Month Ago
5


Over One Month Ago
6


DON’T KNOW
7


REFUSED
9

Q6. When voting for the replacement candidate for governor, why did you vote for your candidate? [ROTATE RESPONSES] (ACCEPT UP TO TWO REPLIES)


Is the best of a bad lot
1


Has the most experience
2


Agrees with me on the issues
3


Has a clear vision for California’s future
4


Cares about people like me
5


Has strong leadership qualities
6


Will be a good governor
7


Has the same values as I do
8


Has new ideas
9


Has honesty and integrity
10


None of the above
99

Q7. Thinking about the election as a whole, which issues, if any were most important to you in deciding how you would vote on both the recall question and for a candidate? [ROTATE RESPONSES]  (ACCEPT UP TO TWO REPLIES)


Education
1


Ethics and personal integrity
2


Economy/Jobs
3


Crime
4


Health care
5


Energy Situation
6


State budget
7


Environment
8


Abortion
9


Illegal Immigration
10


Homeland Security
11



None of the above
99

Q8.  In addition to voting on the Recall, voters were asked to consider Proposition 54 – The Racial Privacy Initiative.  Did you vote Yes or No on Prop. 54?


Yes
1


No
2


DON’T KNOW
3


REFUSED
9

Q9.  How interested have you been in following the recall campaign to replace Governor Davis?  Would you say that you are…


Very Interested
1


Somewhat Interested
2


Somewhat Uninterested
3


Very uninterested
4


DON’T KNOW
5


REFUSED
9

Q10.  Before this election, how many times had you previously voted using an absentee ballot?


None
0


One
1


Two
2


Three
3


Four
4


More Than Four
5


DON’T KNOW
6


REFUSED
9

Q11.  What was the main reason that you decided to vote using an absentee ballot in the election this year?


[ OPEN ENDED ]

Thank you for your answers to our recall survey, we have just a few more questions for research purposes only.  All of the information will be kept completely confidential.

Q12.  What was your combined household income last year before taxes?  Just stop me when I read the correct category.

Up to $15,000 ….. 1

$15,000 to $24,999 ….. 2

$25,000 to $34,999 ….. 3

$35,000 to $49,999 ….. 4

$50,000 to $64,999 ….. 5

$65,000 to $79,999 ….. 6

$80,000 to $99,999 ….. 7

$100,000 and above ….. 8

DK/RF ….. 9

Q13.  What is the highest level of school you have completed?

Grade school or less (No schooling or Grade 1 through 8) ….. 1  

Some high school (Grade 9 through 12) ….. 2

High school graduate ….. 3

Some college/Vocational (technical) school ….. 4

College graduate (BA, BS) ….. 5

Graduate (MA, MS, MBA, MPA, MD, M.Div., M.Ed., JD, Ed.D., Ph.D.etc.) ….. 6


                                       DK/RF ….. 9  
Q14.  What is you race or ethnicity?


White non-Hispanic
1


Hispanic or Latino
2


African American
3


Asian American
4


OTHER
5


REFUSED
9

Q15. And finally, in what year were you born?


RECORD YEAR ____________________

That’s all the questions I have.  Thank you very much for your time.

