The Negro Vote in Northern Cities

Urbanisation, growing class-consciousness,
unemployment relief, all play part in the
shift of Negro vote to the Democratic party.

By HAROLD F. GOSNELL
University of Chicago

EFORE the 1940 presidential
election there was a good deal
of speculation as to how Negroes in
northern cities would vote. Various
estimates were made as Lo the size
of this vote. Usually the figure was
over two million. All of the more
or less established straw polls indi-
cated that for the first time since
1916 the election was going to be a
close one, Here was a situation
where the Megro vote might have
swung the result one way or the other.
In the north and horder states the
Negro wvote was found largely in
the metropolitan centers of the fol-
lowing eight states: New York, Penn-
sylvania, Ilinois, Ohio, Michigan,
Maryland, Indiana, and Missouri.
With the exception of Maryland
these: were states where the vole was
very close and a relatively small
switch might have changed the result,
Two of these states were carried by
Willkie—Michigan and Indiana. If
he had carried the other six he would
have received 153 more votes in the
electoral college or nearly enough to
have defeated Roosevelt.

What were some of the speculations
regarding the voting behavior of
Negroes in 19402 In the October is-
sue of the Adantic Monthly Law-
rence Sullivan made a number of
guesses regarding the Negro vote
which were 100 per cent wrong, On
the basis of a misinterpretation of

certain erroneous figures regarding
voting behavior in Chicago he laid
down the following fallacious propo-
sitipns:

1. That the Negro vote would not
he decisive in any state in 1740,
even Illinois;

2. That the 1940 election would
mark i large return of Negro voters
to the Republican fold;

3. That three-fifths of the Negro
vote in the city of Chicago which
was tvpical of the national Negro
vote would be for Roosevelt,

4. That the Negro vate was influ-
enced chiefly by relief in the past
but now the Negroes were getting
tired of relief.

What about Sullivan’s first propo-
sition? In presidential elections the
Negro vote in Chicago used to be
almost four-fifths Republican. In
1940 it was about one-half Republi-
can. About one-third of the voters
in the South Side had shifted their
vote, According to estimates which
I have made this would be about
50,000 votes for the city. The shift
from 1928 and 1932 was sufficient to
carry the state for Roosevelt.

The second proposition may be
put in the form: Why didn't the
vaote shift? In Chicago there was
no shift of the South Side back to the
Republican party. Contrary to city-
wide trends, its Democratic vote was
3 per cent higher in 1940 than in
1936, The city as a whole shifted
away from Roosevelt, but the Black
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Belt continued its swing toward
Roozevelt at a slackened pace. There
was a shift toward the Republican
party in state affairs, however, cor-
responding to the shift that took
place in the state as a whole.

So far as Chicago was concerned
Sullivan greatly overestimated the
strength of the Democratic party
among Negro voters, It has not
been possible to obtain 1940 figures
regarding the hehavior of Negro
voters in other cities but it is clear
that they are more Democratic in
New York and less Democratic in
Cincinnati,

Relief Situation

Sullivan’s last proposition was that
the Negro vote was influenced chiefly
by the relief situation. There is no
question that this is an important
consideration with unemployed citi-
zens, white or colored. Studies which
I have made in California, Iowa, Wis-
consin, Illinois, and Pennsylvania
bring this out very clearly. Public
opinion polls have presented cor-
roborative evidence, It is doubtful,
however, whether it is a chief con-
sideration,

Since the 1940 election returns
have just recently become available
and since the 1936 election so closely
resembles the 1940 election, T will
have Lo draw upon an analysis made
by one of my students, Elmer Hen-
derson, who studied the Negro vote
in the 1935, 1936, 1938, and 1939
elections,

Henderson found that in 1936 the
relationship between the Rooscvell
vote and the percentage of persons
on relief by census tracts was a posi-
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tive one but not close, Putting it in
technical form, about 16 per cent of
the variation in the Negro vote as
between census tracts could be ex-
plained by variations in the ratios of
those on relief. Since in 1940 about
60 per cent of the Negroes in Chicago
were on relief, and the Negro vote
was only 50 per cent Democratic, it
is obwvious that there were at least
10 per cent of those on relief who
voted Republican, I am inclined to
the view that a much larger propor-
tion of the Negroes on relief actually
voted Republican,

It is useless to deny that the relief
situation is not important in explain-
ing the shift of the Negro vote from
the Republican to the Democratic
party in the past eight years. There
are many other influences, however,
which are just as important. Hen-
derson has listed the following:

1. Urbanization produces social
and psychological changes in indi-
viduals and groups which tend to
break down stereotyped and tradi-
tional allegiances;

2. Growing dissatisfaction with
the Republican party because it did
not grant gains to the group com-
mensurate with the support given;

3., Changing attitude of the
Democratic  party—the Roosevelt
administration was more liberal in
its altitude toward Negroes than
previous  Democratic  adminisira-
tions;

4, Growing  class-consciousness
among Negroes—the increasing ex-
posure of Negroes to the labor
movement and radical propaganda,

In addition to these T would add:

5. As local administrations be-
came Democratic, it was necessary
for the Negro underworld to swing
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behind the Democratic machines or
g0 out of business.

Consider how applicable these con-
siderations are to the 1940 campaign.

The proposition regarding urban-
ization is not particularly related to
the depression and its effects. We
would expect it to operate regardless
of economic conditions, Those
Negroes who migrated from rural to
urban communities some time ago
would be expected to be the most
emancipated from the traditional view
toward the Republican party, We
would expect, then, other things be-
ing equal, that the oldest Negro
communities in northern cities would
show the most pronounced tendency
to support the Democratic party.
Harlem is one of the older communi-
ties and it is the most sophisticated.
It fits the pattern, One of my former
research assistants, Miss Frances Wil-
liams, who has been living in New
York City, told me how impressed
she was with the contrast when she
came to Chicago for a few days in
liams, who has been living in New
York City, told me how impressed
she was with the contrast when she
came to Chicago for a few days in
October. The so-called Republican
fixation is much stronger there than
in New York City. On the other
hand, the Negro community in Cin-
cinnati is an old one. It has not
swung to the New Deal as Negro
communities have in other northern
cities. Some of the reasons for this
will be discussed presemtly, Other
things are not equal in Cincinnati.

There is no doubt that there was
considerable dissatisfaction with the
Republican party in the period im-
mediately preceding the advent of
the New Deal. So far as the Chicago
situation is concerned, I have de-
veloped the earlier phases in my
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Negro Politicians®  We are con-
cerned here with the question: Were
the Negroes dissatisfied with Willkie
and with the Republican campaign
which was put on in 19407 Tt does
not seem that Willkie was a particu-
larly strong candidate so far as the
Negro group was concerned, His
home town of Elwood had a reputa-
tion for being rabidly anti-Negro, a
typical small town community in the
state that produced the strongest Ku
Klux Klan movement in the north in
the years following 1918,

“Seeing Is Delicving™

Willkie was a novice in politics
and he had no previous contacts with
Negro politicians, All that he could
do was promise, Somehow his prom-
ises were less tangible than Roose-
velt’s record. The Republicans tried
to exploit Joe Louis’ Willkie stand
and they also tried to make something
out of the Steve Early incident in
New York City. Great crowds came
to hear Joe Louis but not much was
and they also tried to make something
out of the Steve Early incident in
New York City. Great crowds came
to hear Joe Louis but not much was
made of the Early incident in Chi-
cago. The local Republicans had
muore money than in recent years
and the prospects of a state victory
looked good, but these considerations
were not sufficient to swing the vote
back into the Republican fold.

Did the Democratic campaign win
votes? When we consider that the
party held its own in the Black Belt
although it was losing out elsewhere
we must conclude that the Demo-
cratic campaign was effective, Roose-
velt ran well ahead of all other
Democratic candidates in the wards

*University of Chicago Press, 1935,
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FPercentage of Negro and White Vote Democratic
and Percentage of Negro Vote Demaocratic by Selected Wards
Chicago, 1032-1040"
City Negro percentage by Wards

Election White Negro 1 ] 3 4 5 i 19 28

Roosevelt, 1932 692 234 gid 217 188 181 214 194 — 3556 284
Congressman

at-Large, 194 640 11.8 730 310 443 486 #1 271 S —.

Relly, 1035 g2.7 8.5 682 TAE TH6 871 K39 349 — 40 TT2

Roosevelt, 1936 6.9 489 T7R 4683 493 513 520 411 0 — 449 475
Congressman

at-Large, 15938 008 al.9 845 439 5661 580 561 367 — 525 544

Kellv, 1939 1" 5495 800 554 684 601 622 439 92— BRA 623

Roosevelt, 1940 584 520 Gl 504 MO 552 513 450 460 518 46.1

*Figures for period 1932-1839 from E. Henderson, "Negro Political Changes in

Chieaga,” The University of Chicago, Master's Dissertation,

"City totals including Negra.

inhabited largely by Negroes, al-
though he was not the top man in
other parts of the city. The party
could point to many concrete achieve-
ments such as the Ida Wells housing
project, the NYA program, the social
security program, and the appoint-
ment by Roosevelt of many Chicago
Negroes to important federal posi-
tions. Mayor Kelly had appointed a
Negro to the Board of Education, a
sign of recognition which even Mayor
Thompson was unwilling to make.
There were many county institutions
which had not discriminated against
Negroes under Democratic adminis-
trations. Among the Negro leaders
of the Democratic party were to be
found young men with professional
training who were group conscious
and socially minded.

There has certainly never been a
Democratic candidate for President
who was so appealing to the group
as Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Mrs,
Roosevelt is also an asset, Bishop
Wright mentioned the fact that the
Roosevelts always hired colored do-
mestic help. This “black mammy”

1939,

argument is not particularly popular
in many parts of the South Side hut
the Marian Anderson epizode showed
that the Roosevelts were genuinely
interested in fair treatment. Of
course, the Southern Democrats are
hard to handle, but the Roosevelts
have done more to hold them in
check than any other Democratic
administration has,

An element in the Democratic
swing which was not developed by
Henderson ig alliance with the under-
world. Probably the richest men in
the Black Belt are the policy gam-
bling kings. This year one syndicate
had 1,500 policy writers on the
streets canvassing for the Democratic
ticket. One of the leaders of this
syndicate recently made a settlement
with the federal government of
$500,000 for his back income taxes
in 1938, A rival syndicate that spon-
sored a Willkie meeting was raided
and practically closed down. The
police have this element of the Negro
community well under control.

{Continued on Page 278)
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The point of this whole matter is
that the remedy [or unjustifiable re-
movals is not to be found in the
arbitrary action of an independent
agency authorized to reinstate the

telligent
managem
operating

Il of the
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should be
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taken.
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justice to questions
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the operating head of the depart-
ment concerned is placed on trial, has
done more damage to the service as
a whole than ever was done to the
service by unjustifiable dismissals.
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[Continped from Page 207)
The 1940 elections were a further
illustration that economic conditions
are having a more and more import-

ant influence upon the voting be-
havior of Negroes in northern cities.
We might state it as a generalization
that where the Negroes have had an
opportunity to join the industrial
proletariat they have swung more
rapidly 1o the Democratic fold than
in those sections where they have
been confined largely to the field
of domestic employment. An exam-
ination of the occupation statistics
for Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Detroit,
Chicago, Cincinnati, and St. Louis
shows that there are proportionately
more Negroes employed in industry
in Detroit and Pittsburgh than in
Cincinnati and Philadelphia. The
switch to the Democratic party took
place more rapidly in Detroit and
Pittsburgh than it did in Cincinnati
and the Quaker City. The CIO
unions in the steel, packing, and auto-
motive industries have in general
been more sympathetic toward ad-
mitting Negroes than the old line
unions under the A. F, of L.

The hehavior of ncrthern Negro
voters is more typical of the country
as a whole than it was eight years
ago but there is still a time lag.
Among the well-to-do Negroes and
among those whose livelihood is in
no way connected with politics, the
Republican tradition is still strong.
On the other hand, the unionized and
industrialized elements, the under-
privileged who are dependent upon
governmental aid, those connected
with the underworld, and a growing
number of young realists support the
Democratic party.



